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ABSTRACT 
 
Teachers talk in the classroom when they give instructions, provide 
feedback, ask questions to elicit information and when they give 
explanations. Students on the other hand talk when they answer questions, 
prepare for a speaking task, perform a speaking task, asking questions and of 
course when side-talking to friends. During different sections of a lesson, 
more or less teacher talk is appropriate because he/she will need to speak 
more to explain the concept and give examples.  
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INTRODUCTION  
As a good rule of thumb, it's best to consider talk time in the following 
percentages: students should speak for 70% of the lesson and teachers should 
speak for 30% of the time. As you incorporate more time for the students to 
speak during the class, the less they will need to rely on the teacher both in 
class and in the real world (Laura, 2011). For example, if they are speaking 
with another student and one makes a mistake, they will have to work 
through the miscommunication in English, which will prepare them for real 
life situations.  
Most teachers readily agree that the students should receive as much 
opportunity to speak as is possible when learning English as a foreign 
language. Graham, (1996) found that, in such cases, the students may only 
have the chance to practice English as a conversational tool during the sixty 
or ninety minutes of the lesson. Class time is the wrong time for the teacher 
to practice their English. Again, if the teachers talk too much they don’t leave 
any time for the students to do so. Every moment that the teacher is talking is 
a missed opportunity for students to speak. But whatever the situation, the 
more students speak in English, the better English speakers they become. 
 
INCREASING STUDENT TALKING TIME 
Based on the introduction above, we certainly don’t want to say that all 
teachers talk is bad. Nor do we want to say that teachers should never talk in 
class, as this is impossible.  What we do want to say is that teachers should 
try to reduce their talking time as much as possible. According to Pesce 
(2010), there are some ways to limit teacher talks. 
(a) Eliciting 
What is eliciting?  It's just another way of saying 'ask your students'.  
Rather than assuming they don't know, ask them.  What's this?  What's that?  
Have you got one?  Where is it? etc.  Eliciting involves your students rather 
than being passive observers. Eliciting is not asking, “What does 
________mean?”. It draws out what the learners know through their 
relationship to the words they understand. But further than that, it allows the 
teacher to see what the learner knows, and so permits the teacher to add to 
their knowledge. Eliciting (elicitation) is term which describes a range of 
techniques which enable the teacher to get learners to provide information 
rather than giving it to them. Commonly, eliciting is used to ask learners to 
come up with vocabulary and language forms and rules, and to brainstorm a 
topic at the start of a skills lesson. 
Anything in the lesson can be elicited: vocabulary, grammar, 
experiences, and ideas. The objective of eliciting is to allow the learners the 
chance to participate in the learning process by letting them express their 
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acquired or intuitive knowledge, and through critical thinking which will 
enhance their language abilities by adding to what they already know. 
Language and ideas cannot be elicited without some input from the teacher, 
and eliciting is certainly not an excuse for not presenting language in a clear 
context.  
When a student asks "What does this mean?" or "What's the past of this 
verb?" etc. say something like "That's a good question - what do you think?" 
Can you guess? For example: “What’s this?”, and you say, “It’s a stapler”. 
It’s too easy for everyone, including you. If students don’t remember a word, 
for example, try to elicit it from them and feel free to give them clues.  
S1 : What’s this?  
T : Oh! You mean this device we use to staple papers together?  
What’s this  called?  
S1 : It’s a stapler. 
Most importantly, this does not need to take too much valuable lesson 
time.  It's one of the easiest and most effective teaching techniques to apply: 
 Pictures or flashcards - perfect for eliciting concrete nouns.   
 Video clips - also ideal for eliciting concrete nouns, but also useful 
for eliciting emotions.   
 Miming - often the simplest way to elicit verbs or phrases 
 An unfinished sentence.  For example:  "When you are very, very 
hungry?" It  starts with s_________ (starve) 
 Definition.   “What do we call two people who look the same?”  
(b) Ask ‘open-ended’ instead of ‘yes’/’no’ questions 
If you ask students yes/no questions, that’s basically what you’ll get – a 
yes or a no (and the occasional “maybe”). The more questions you ask with 
where, why, how often, when, etc…the more they’ll have to speak. But just 
don’t stop at one question:  
T : What kind of music do you listen to?  
S1 : I listen to rock music.  
T : Why?  
S1 : Because I like it.  
T : Where do you listen to it?  
S1 : I listen to it everywhere: at home, on the bus, on my way to 
school 
T : (asks S2) How about you, Tommy? 
And Tommy should have a pretty good idea of what he can say about 
his music preferences. 
(c) Drilling 
It’s very old-fashioned, but it's a very simple and effective way to 
increase STT.  If drilling is carried out quickly and effectively, it does not 
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have to be boring, and very importantly, when the whole class is saying the 
same thing at the same time, weaker or shier students can 'hide' 
behind everyone else, so it can be very motivating.  So here are a few simple 
techniques: 
 Chain Drill. Good for practising simple and challenging question and 
answer forms around the class.  Have the students ask each other:  
Student A: What's your name?  Student B: Ahmad. What's your 
name?  Student C: Karina.  What's your name?  Student D: Banu, and 
so on. 
 Half and half. This is also useful for practising simple question and 
answer forms.  Divide the class.  One side is the 'question' side, the 
other, the 'answer' side.   
By showing a picture, group A asks, the group B answers: 
Group A 
What is she doing? 
Is she cooking? 
Where is she cooking? 
Group B 
She is cooking 
Yes, she is 
In the kitchen 
 Transformation.  A very, very old technique, but still very useful for 
practising grammatical forms. For example: 
Teacher : I get up at 7 o' clock.  Bertha. 
Class : Bertha gets up at 7 o' clock. 
Teacher : I have a shower.  She. 
Class : She has a shower. 
And so on. 
 
(d) Pair/group work.  
Pair/group work is a good idea but are worried that they might lose 
control of the class.  However, students don't need to move out of their seats; 
all they need to do is turn around and work with the students next to them, 
behind them, in front of them and so on.... 
Quite often we act out role plays with another student. But if you 
get students into pairs for the role plays and simply walk around to assist, you 
will speak less, and they will speak more. The same goes for groupwork, 
whether you have them do a writing task, like write a story together, or a 
speaking task, like a discussion 
 
CONCLUSION 
A special mention must be made regarding how much a student is 
expected to speak. We subscribe to the theory that in the case of beginners, 
the ratio of TTT vs. STT should be 50-50, and this percentage should 
progressively change till you achieve a 30% TTT vs. 70% STT. 
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We strongly feel that if you put the above suggestions into use both you 
and your students will benefit from a more productive language class. We 
encourage you to try these ideas out. Most of all, we encourage you to be 
aware of your teacher talk and to own the choices that you make when using 
it. This will likely not result in completely eliminating talking from your 
lessons but might help you find more time for students to speak in class. 
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